














Faith Lab Offers Students
“Psalm-thing to Think About”

Faith Lab is learning about emotions through

Psalms. Smudge the therapy dog made an appearance
on their first week as they discussed anxiety and pray-
ing to God for guidance. A special thanks to Bruce and
Sue Dworman.

Climate Action Team
Hosts Clean Energy
Postcard Campaign

Faith communities across the country joined a
grass-roots climate action initiative to collect post-
cards to promote clean energy technologies in the
United States.

AHCC participated in collecting postcards and will
hand deliver the postcards to our federal legisla-
tors.

Bible Trivia!

A group of folks gathered on November 9 for AHCC's
Bible Trivia event. The friendly competition allowed
participants to flex their Sunday school muscles and re-
spond to guestions that ranged from "easy as manna”
to "Revelation-level tricky." There were even a few "hal-
lelujah” moments.

Questions were multiple choice, fill in the blank (as seen
in the photo: "Jesus fed 5000 people with two
and five ") and list style answers.

It was a fun learning experience that will definitely be
repeated in the spring.

Answer: Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and five
loaves of bread.



Cornerstone Sunday and Legucy Lunch

On Sunday October 19, we gathered for a special "Cornerstone
Sunday" service honoring those who have been faithful members of
AHCC for 40 years or more. The sanctuary echoed with gratitude for
individuals whose dedication has helped shape this church into the
welcoming community it is today. These longtime members are to be
commended not only for their years of attendance, but for the count-
less ways they have supported the church's ministries and helped
build a foundation strong enough to last generations.

Following the service, the celebration continued with a “"Legacy
Lunch,” a heartfelt appreciation event for members who have
pledged to support the church through their wills or estate plans.
Participants heard from Connecticut Attorney General William Tong
who talked about the importance of online safety and how to be
more aware of potential scams and phishing.

By honoring history while investing in what's to come, the day cre-
ated a powerful link between the church’'s past and its future. It was
a celebration of faith that spans generations by encouraging every-
one to cherish the legacy they've inherited and take part in building
what will endure long after today.

Celebrating Dia de los Muertos

An ofrenda is a colorful altar created for Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) to honor deceased loved
ones, serving as a welcoming offering for their spirits to return and visit. It symbolizes the belief that
death is a continuation of life and is a way to celebrate and reconnect with memories of the departed.
Families place photographs, favorite foods, personal items, and symbolic elements like water, candles,
papel picado, and pan de muerto on the ofrenda to guide and sustain the souls on their journey.

On Sunday, November 2 during worship we built our own ofrenda. Everyone was encouraged to bring in
a picture of their ancestors and loved ones - either in a frame or a paper copy, and during the opening
hymn brought forth photos and placed them on the ofrenda to be remembered and honored.




Transgender Day of Remembrance Service

The Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) was started in 1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith
as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998, The vigil commemo-
rated all the transgender people lost to violence since Rita Hester's death, and began an important tradition that
has become the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance.

Transgender Day of Remembrance seeks to highlight the losses we face due to anti-transgender bigotry and violence. | am no
stranger to the need to fight for our rights, and the right to simply exist is first and foremost, With so many seeking to erase
transgender people — sometimes in the most brutal ways possible — it is vitally important that those we lose are remem-
bered, and that we continue to fight for justice. - Transgender Day of Remembrance founder Gwendolyn Ann Smith

For several years, AHCC has been commemorating this day with a solemn service. The worship service is a poi-
gnant evening of prayer, music, and reflection, culminating in the public reading of the names of those who have
been lost. Each name is a reminder of the impact of transphobia and the urgent need for compassion and under-
standing in our society. Music was provided by New England PRIDE 247-365!

Thanksgiving Sunday & Friendsgiving Lunch

On November 23, AHCC celebrated Thanksgiving Sunday with beautiful altar decorations for all to enjoy during
worship. Following worship we broke bread together at our Friendsgiving Community Meal. From beginning to end
it was absolutely spectacular! Thank you to every single person who made it happen.




Music 4 Humanity Concert: Paul Winter's Missa Gaia / Earth
Mass with donations benefitting LEVO International

Paul Winter's Missa Gaia / Earth Mass is a ground-breaking mu-
sical celebration that merges the sacred traditions of the Chris-
tian Mass with the voices of the natural world, First performed
in 1981 at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City,
MISSA GAIA this work is both ecumenical and ecologicol, reflecting a deep

K reverence for the Earth as a sacred entity.
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The $1314 in donations from this for Music for Humanity event supported LEVO International, an organiza-
tion that works on not just growing food that can be sold in the city, but also providing a critical access point to
healthy and affordable food that people can buy.

Rev. Fred Small preaches during worship before leading work-
shop, “Give Light: Spiritual Support for Climate Engagement”

Called by Bill McKibben “one of the key figures in the religious environmental surge,” Rev. Small, a Unitarian Univer-
salist minister, singer-songwriter, and former environmental lawyer, has devoted his ministry to organizing, advo-
cacy, and spiritual care in the face of the climate crisis. As Minister for Climate Justice at Arlington Street Church
in Boston, he brings deep wisdom, creativity, and compassion to this urgent work. Rev, Small's sermon, “The Peace
of Tress," set the tone for his workshop which presented an opportunity for participants to be led through medita-
tion, reflection, conversation, and song, helping nourish spirits, cultivate resilience, and strengthen resolve as we
face the climate emergency together. Rather than focusing on science or policy, this gathering created space to
explore our emotional and spiritual responses to the profound challenges of climate disruption.
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