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And Finding Our Happy Hour Place
AHCC’s Mid and Later Life (MaLL) group offered two “Happy Hour” options. Thanks to Carol Pinkston and Frank 
Virnelli for hosting an appetizer and cocktail party and to all who came out to meet up with Rev. Lara at the 
Talcott Mountain Collective for a littel German beer!



5

AHCC’s Pollinator Garden on the Move
In 2020, AHCC agreed to be one of several Downtown Hartford churches to host a pollinator garden facing 
Huntington Street. After five years of planting, watering, and mulching, today it’s a surprising burst of color and 
vitality with regular visits from bees, wasps, moths, and butterflies!

As we prepare for new uses of the garden level, this area will be repurposed, and the pollinator garden needed 
to be relocated. The soil was prepared and volunteers Laura Baird, Kathye Cipes, Barbara Doyle, Susan Fellman, 
Jorge Fuentes, and Chris Yohn dug up the existing plants and relocated them.

High School Youth 
Group Lock-In
The teens took over the building! On Saturday, 
August 16, members of AHCC’s High School Youth 
Group had an overnight stay — “a Lock-In!”

There was pizza on Saturday night, followed by a big 
game of church-wide hide n’ seek and then they all 
settled in to watch a movie. 

Sunday morning (pictured right) started with a 
pancake breakfast and then the worship service.

Back to School and Work with a Blessing
Members and friends were invited to come forward for a special moment to bless all the bags that carry our 
everyday life — backpacks, briefcases, diaper bags, gym bags … whatever we carry, it was blessed!  
Kind and compassionate God, we bless and send these young people and grown-ups into a world where kindness isn’t always 
the easiest path and where meanness and cruelty can show up without warning. But we send them with confidence, knowing 
they carry the courage to choose kindness anyway. Give them the courage and compassion to show kindness to others 
wherever they may be. Help them to stand firm in compassion, knowing that the wisest decision is sometimes a lonely choice 
And when we fail to be kind, remind us that it’s OK to try again. And that loving our neighbors is sacred work no matter how 
old we are or where we are in the world. Amen.
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Homecoming Sunday
September 14, 10am Worship Service (in person and live streamed) 

followed by  fun, games, raffle, music, 
photo booth, bounce house, food,  fellowship and more!


