











Advent Study

Using professor and biblical scholar
Amy-Jill Levine's book, Light of the
World: A Beginner's Guide to Advent,
participants explored the biblical texts
surrounding the story of the birth

of Jesus through the lens of a Jew-
ish scholar. The stories of Zechariah
and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to
Bethlehem, and the visit from the
Magi, opened conversations around
connections of the Gospel stories to
the 0ld Testament, the role of women
in first-century Jewish culture, the im-
portance of Mary's visitation and the
revolutionary implications of Mary's
Magnificat, the census and the stable,
and the star of Bethlehem and the
flight to Egypt.

The study was offered both in person
and virtually.

Advent Organ Concert

On the second Sunday of Advent,
organist Susan Carroll presented "An
Advent Concert featuring Organ Music
from 1500 to Today."

About 50 people gathered in the sanc
tuary for the special concert featuring
a journey of Advent music from each
generation over the last 500 years
featuring works of Scheidt, Bach, Liszt,
Dupre, and several living composers.

Longest Night Service

On December 21, the longest night of
the year, Rev. Erica Thompson gath-
ered with folks in the intimacy of the
Chapel to recognize and comfort those
whose burdens of grief, loss, loneli-
ness, iliness, distress, and emotional,
physical and mental pain. Those areas
of "dis-ease" may feel especially dif-
ficult during the holiday season when
being "merry and bright” can become
heavy burdens in our lives.

The service allowed worshippers a
reflective and holy space, accepting
where they are, and holding out heal-
ing and hope.

Soup & Cinema

Folks from the MaLL (Mid and Later Life) group came together to enjoy homemade
soup and crusty bread for lunch with a private screening of "l Heard the Bells."

“That was a good time!" according to attendee Jane Carroll.

“We will make it a quarterly event! Watch for the next installment in the lead up to
Lent," added Rev. Lara.

Christmas Eve:
Live Nativity and Candle-lighting Services

AHCC was buzzing with excitement at all three Christmas Eve services. The
Live Nativity service, presented by Faith Lab kids, told the story of Jesus' birth
accompanied by some (very hungry) sheep and a camel, While the traditional
candle-lighting services offered space for congregants to gather and hear the
Christmas story, culminating in candle-lighting and singing of Silent Night.



2025 Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival

From backstage shenanigans to cast transformations, cookie platters to camel clean-up, the Boar's Head and Yule Log
Festival continues to be a weekend of intergenerational fun and fellowship.

From the Archives

The Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival was not always
the grand experience that it is today. When it began, it
was to be "just one performance for that one year." What
started as a little church pageant with 35 church volun-
teers wearing bathrobes and recycled draperies, grew
and became more sophisticated over the years.

Period costumes were rented for many years as AHCC
members and friends built up the church's inventory. A
dedicated group of AHCC members is now tasked with
designing, fitting, altering, and caring for the over 100

costumes.

The “Pig Show”

Rev. Dr. Bernard Drew was the senior
minister at the time of the first Boar’s
Head Festival in 1968.

When thinking about it over the next
year, he asked Dick Einsel if he had plans
to repeat the “pig show” —and the nick-
name has stuck with Boar’s Head com-
mittee mentbers ever sirnce.

In the second year’s performance, it was
the dignified and collared Dr. Drew who
took the hand of the sprite and skipped
down the aisle, delighting the congrega-
tion and creating a tradition that holds to

this day. Special thanks to Boar's Head and Yule log Festival co-
chairs, Linda Fazio & Jim Grigsby. After 8 years of leading
the Festival, they will hand over the reins in 2026.




Epiphany Sunday and Star Words

The first Sunday of 2025 offered folks an opportunity to choose a “Star Word.” The use of star words, also called
“star gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to Epiphany and the new year that has been growing in popularity in Prot-
estant churches for nearly a decade. The idea is that a list of intention words, or guiding words, are written or printed
on paper stars or cards.

The individual cards or papers are then chosen and placed somewhere by the individuals where they will see them
throughout the year and reflect on how God has moved through, around, or in connection to that word.
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