

















Creating a thriving membership focused on how we
care for one another, invite others into fellowship and
Nurture & Engagement connection, and empower each other to create spaces to
grow together. Groups: Welcome, Membership & Growth,
Member Engagement, Congregational Care

During Lent, we started a 60,000 piece community puzzle project entitled “It's a Wonderful World." After
Lent, the evenings evolved into Pizza & Puzzle Nights. The conversations and stories shared while “puz-
zling" together help us to connect to one another, to know and be known.

Since January, we baptized 4
individuals, including Sebastian

Jay Rafael Roberts, son of Skye x .
Roberts and grandson of Judy In March, we held a New Member Brunch - the first event for new

Roberts, officiated by Revs Nina members since the pandemic. This gathering brought together over
Schmid and Sonya Green. 50 people who joined AHCC in recent years.

AHCC hosted a table at Celebrate
West Hartford and West Hartford
Pride, handing out AHCC swag and
chatting with attendees. (L) Maya
and Erica Thompson with Shannon
Pankratz, who sewed free "Pride
tags” on clothing for anyone who
asked, and Sean Dawe.



Offering intellectual and spiritual resources to help us grow
Adult Faith closer to God and to one another by offering stimulating
programs that are rooted in faith and relevant to what it
means to be a Christian. Groups: Prayer, Women's Spiritu-
ality, Men'’s Fellowship

Formation

At the Spring Retreat at Enders Island, the Women's Spirituality Group gathered to focus on the theme
“To Know and Be Known,” exploring stories of women in scripture, The weekend offered times of reflec
tion, dialogue, music, prayer, and play.

The Men's Fellowship Group sponsored
the Fatherhood Manologues Workshop
where representatives from the Manhood
Tree presented stories about being a fa-
ther, having a father, and/or not having a
father. Then, the audience was invited to
write their own stories about fatherhood.
It was a meaningful time for all involved.

The Women's Spirituality Group sponsored a Sound Medita- ™
tion - leading participants through a relaxing experience
with singing bowls.

F FATHERHOOD MENOLOEUES
WORKSHOP

AHCC's second annual Dignity Grows Packing Party -
“social gathering with a purpose” - was a huge success with
participants of all ages coming together to pack hygiene
products for those in need.




“Reflections ..." cont., from page 1

Through every liturgical season we were able
to live out our theme, getting to know one
another better by embracing vulnerability
and trust.

A few ways we did that were:

- Bench Moments — conversations during
worship. We converted a pew into a comfort-
able space where clergy could have short,
intimate, and deep conversations with folks
on a variety of topics like fear, loss, failure, and
grace.

- We welcomed Revs. Amy Butler (Beautiful
and Terrible Things), Allen Hilton (A Different
Dashboard), and Nate Stucky (The Farminary
at Princeton Seminary) for programming and
important conversations about how we live
into being the people God created us to be,
as individuals and as a community.

- We welcomed Valarie Kaur for an outstand-
ing, and for some, life altering presentation
on her book See No Stranger: A Memoir and
Manifesto of Revolutionary Love. We learned
about loving others, loving opponents, and
loving ourselves.

- Our Associate Minister Search Committee
and our Garden Level Task Force have been
hard at work this year, faithfully committed to
bringing about a solid and caring future for
our community of faith.

- In May, we kicked off our annual giving
campaign: Mission Possible. We are remind-
ed that we all have a stake in the future of
AHCC. Together, with God, anything we set
our minds to is possible. We pray that future
generations be as grateful for us as we are for
the legacies of our ancestors.

- We welcomed 25 adults and 21 Confir-
mands into membership. These individuals
continue to make us fuller and richer as the
Body of Christ.

Beloveds, it has been a good year at Asylum
Hill Congregational Church. We worshipped
God together, worked, and continued to
grow together in faith and in love.

Along with my clergy colleagues and the
AHCC staff, ministering to you this year as we
all got to know each other (and ourselves) a
little better, to open ourselves to let others
know us, has filled my heart with gratitude
and joy.

From Moderator Africka S. Hinds

Our program year began with a poignant in-
terview with Moderator Earl Exum, which gave
us the opportunity to listen in awe as to who
this man was and how genuinely he loved his
family, this church, and God. Collectively, our
hearts broke as we learned of his transition to
the next life in October 2023. His legacy con-
tinues to inspire and guide this congregation
to reflect deeply and walk humbly on the path
he laid for his beloved AHCC family.

To Know and Be Known

As Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 511, “Therefore
encourage one another and build one another
up, just as you are doing.” AHCC embraced
this year's theme and lived into it with the
continued goodness of financially supporting
our community partners with outreach grants,
community meals distribution, medical debt
relief for our neighbors, in-kind building use,
spreading the message through the Boar's
Head Festival, soul healing musical events,
and the generosity of the pastor’s discretion-
ary fund. Through acts of kindness, words of
affirmation, and a listening ear, we continue to
strengthen the bonds of fellowship within our
church community.

As we look to the future, let us take comfort

in the words of Jeremiah 29:11: “For | know the
plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a fu-
ture and a hope.” With this assurance, we can
confidently move forward in faith, trusting
that God has a purposeful plan for us. Even in
challenging times, God has been faithful to us.
And from this perfect example, we most cer-
tainly can be faithful to one another.

Let us acknowledge and be grateful for the
lessons learned and the blessings received.
Let us listen to one another longingly and love
lavishly. Let us respect and accept one another
for who we are, as we are. Let us commit our-
selves to active participation and engagement.
Let us be initiative-taking in pursuing God's vi-
sion for our community, and be open to God'’s
leading in all that we do.

| am committed to unapologetically moving
us forward with respect and consideration for
one another, for it is the small acts of kindness
that bridge gaps and open doors. In our com-
mitment to one another, let us continue Earl’s
challenge to “offer three words of encourage-
ment before one word of critique.”



